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(57) Abstract 

Input voices (5) arc divided into spectrum envelope information and 
sound sources. The sound sources ore encoded into a plurality of sound source 
positions and a plurality of sound source gains for each frame. The pnro rii n g 
characteristics of the encoding ere improved. A provisional gain calculating 
unit (40) which calculates a provisional gain given to each sound source 
position candidate is provided in a sound source encoding unit (11) which 
encodes tho sound sources into a plurality of the sound source positions and a 
plurality of the sound source gains. A pulse position searching unit (41) 
determine* the sound source positions by using the provisional gains, and a 
gain encoding unit (12) encodes the sound source gains by using the 
determined sound source positions. 
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